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Welcome

Welcome to the 16th Linguistic Landscape Workshop!

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to this € X Z MMindhistic Landscape Workshop at
the University of Duisburg - Essen. This edition of LL16 is especially exciting, as it is the
first to foreground the relationship between linguistic landscapes, collapse, and
transformation

Graeme Tylor, the author of KRE aq & dz&E@d:YThe Coming Collapse and
Transformation of Our World (2008 ), which won the 2009 Independent Pt k g a EGok N
Medal for the book ¢ ® A Hikgly to save the 3 g 7? | 3wrjtéswithat great challenges and
opportunities lie ahead of us, not only to avert systemic collapse, but also to envision
and enact new ways of living. ¢ 0 ljsame forces that are driving us to self-oc Z En Nt t
he says, ¢ Z Iteating the conditions for constructive t Ij 2] ¥2D@8: 3). In recent years,
linguistic landscape scholarship has increasingly turned its attention to the ways in
which public space reflects and mediates processes of societal change, particularly in
times of crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic offers the latest example of a profound global
rupture the LL research responded to swiftly V it transformed public spaces,
communication  practices, and social dynamics on an unprecedented scale. Both
collapse and transformation are terms which are all around us. They appear in media
outlets (as we read about, e.g. socio-political transformations in Europe as debates
around migration reshape national identities, grave reports of international organizations
which warn of climate collapse, speeches of business leaders and experts on artificial
intelligence transforming the whole world due to mass unemployment) as well as in the
conversations of friends and family about humanity sliding closer to collapse, especially
in the context of the ongoing violence in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and parts of
Africa. Both terms are firmly embedded in our daily communication practices and thus
in both built and digital landscapes . By this token, the field of linguistic landscape
studies provides diverse perspectives and unique approaches to examining collapse and
transformation  which cannot be fully understood without considering the linguistic and
semiotic practices that both shape and reflect them .

It is no coincidence that LL16 finds its home in Essen, the heart of the Ruhr
metropolitan region in North Rhine-Westphalia . The region underwent a profound 19th-
century transformation, evolving from an agrarian economy into a major industrial hub.
And today, Essen stands out for its transition from a coal and steel -based economy to a
service -oriented modern city, with its post -industrial landscapes remaining powerful
markers of identity still deeply rooted in its industrial past. The University of Duisburg -
KE E ZjvibrBnt academic community is also deeply engaged with the theme of
transformation  across various disciplines, exploring lj £ 32 ] & gywé B reshape its
environment amid profound uncertainties




Welcome

Collapse and transformation are concepts addressed by scholars across multiple fields,
and there is no time like the present for the LL research to look at the transformative
socio - spatial practices that push us to consider uncomfortable challenges facing
humanity, opportunities for structural change, critical points where the survival of
humanity is threatened, as well as new ideas, values, and technologies that potentially
enable us to avoid variations of collapse . In this sense, the key objective of LL16 is to
foster thought Vprovoking, interdisciplinary  discussions between linguistic landscape
scholars, sociolinguists, semioticians, discourse analysts, etc., and develop a multifaced
perspective on this ¢ ~ Z fherge, but also other topics of relevance to the field, which
reflect our existential challenges and uncertain futures .

Wishing you a productive and rewarding experience throughout the LL16.

Laura Seidel
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Maps and Logistics: Getting to UDE

Getting to Essen: https ://www .uni-due.de/welcome -centre/en/anreise_en .php

Getting to the campus : https ://www .uni-due.de/welcome -centre/en/anreise_en .php

To get from Essen Main Station to the Essen Campus:

Tram 105 (toward Altenessen, terminates Frintrop -Unterstr .)

(J or Tram 106 (toward Altenessen, terminates Germaniaplatz )
ride two stops (pass RathausEssern)
L to Rheinischer Platz (exit).
® Subway U1l (toward Altenessen, terminates GE, Buerer Str.)
or Subway U17 (toward Altenessen, terminates Karlsplatz)
L’ ride three stops (pass Hirschlandplatz, Berliner Platz)

to Universitat Essen (exit).

U-Bahn U11,U17

Richtung
Bereich Weststadt

U-Bahn U11,U17,U18
StraBenbahn 101/106, 103, 105, 109
Berliner Platz

Bus 145, 166, SB16

P
i R14

% Horsaalzentrum
\“ max

‘Rheinischer Platz
Bus 145, 196

Richtung
Bereich Schiitzenbahn
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Maps and Logistics: Getting around Campus
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Maps and Logistics: The LL16 Buildings

S06 SO0 (ground floor)

Events in this location

1. Main entrance All tea breaks

2. Catering services 3. Sept

3. Info, Check-in, Book displays, Bag drop 1100 Parallel Session 1

4. Dish return area 1415 Parallel Session 2

5. Staff area 1615 Parallel Session 3

6. Presentation Room: S06 S00 B29 4. Sept ,

7. Presentation Room: S06 S00 B32 1030 Parallel Session 4

. ) 1345 Parallel Session 5

8. Presentation Room: S06 S00 B41 1545 Parallel Session 6

9. Toilets 5. Sept

10.Elevators 830 Art and Transformation
>>> Emergency exits 1100 Parallel Session 7

1345 Parallel Session 8
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Maps and Logistics: The LL16 Buildings

S06 SO1 (first floor)

Events in this location

1. Stairs (emergency exits) > 3. Sept
2. Meeting rooms 1100 Parallel Session 1
3. Quiet rooms 1415 Parallel Session 2
4. Presentation Room: S06 S01 B06 . 18615t Parallel Session 3
5. Presentation Room: S06 S01 B29 - 2€p .
6. Presentation Room: S06 S01 B38 1030 Parallel SeSS{on 4
7 Toil 1345 Parallel Session 5
. Toilets 1545 Parallel Session 6
8. Elevators . 5. Sept
>>> Emergency exits 1100 Parallel Session 7

1345 Parallel Session 8
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Maps and Logistics: The LL16 Buildings

S07 SO0 (ground floor)

Events in this location
. 3. Sept
;: ¥'§:2tsemrance 800 Check -in
. 900 Welcome
3. Check-in (Day 1, am) 930 Plenary 1
4. Plenary room 4. Sept
5. Accessible seating 900 Plenary 2
>>> Emergency exits 1725 Plenary 3
5. Sept
1515 Plenary 4
1615 Closing / Business Mtg
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Room Tech Notes

All rooms are equipped with projectors and speakers (NB: No computer
systems!) . Please check the presentation schedule for your specific room .
We will have some adaptors for HDMI to USB-C, Lightning, and Thunderbolt
to lend out, but participants are strongly encouraged to bring their own
adapters .

Tech Type A
HDMI connection only

Rooms:
S06 S01 BO6
S06 S01 B29
S06 S01 B38

Tech Type B
HDMI connection
VGA+aux (audio) connection

Rooms:
S06 SO0 B29
S06 SO0 B32
S06 SO0 B41

Tech Type C

HDMI connection

VGA+aux (audio) connection
USB- C connection

Rooms:
S07 SO0 DO7 (plenary room)




WIiFi and Emergency Contacts

WIiFi Access

Network: eduroam

or

Network: LinguisticLandscape2025
Password: SignsEverywhere25

Emergency Numbers
General: 112
(fire and ambulance)

Other: 110
(police)

UDE campus: +49 201 183 -2614
Conference Assistance

Email: LL16- UDE@uni-due.de
WhatsApp: +49 176 80184244 (or scan  -- >)

Connect with us on Social Media!

Bluesky
Instagram



mailto:LL16-UDE@uni-due.de
mailto:LL16-UDE@uni-due.de
mailto:LL16-UDE@uni-due.de
mailto:LL16-UDE@uni-due.de
mailto:LL16-UDE@uni-due.de
https://bsky.app/profile/ll16-ude.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/ll16_ude?igsh=ZGU3aDNkaWgwMGV1

Schedule Detalls

At a Glance
Tu - Sept 2
Pre- Conference Workshop

W - Sept 3 Fri - Sept5

9:30 Plenary 1 8:30 Art & Transformation
11:00 Session 1 11:00 Session 7

14:15 Session 2 13:30 Session 8

16:15 Session 3 15:00 Plenary 4

18:00 Poster Session +
Welcome Reception

Th - Sept 4 Sat - Sept 6

9:00 Plenary 2 9:45 Social Outing meetup
10:30 Session 4

13:30 Session 5

15:30 Session 6

17:15 Plenary 3

19:30 Conference Dinner




LINGUISTIC

LANDSCAPE/R=

Spaces of Collapse and Transformation

Plenary - Mairéad Moriarty

VoluTne as Vulnerability: Semiotic Landscapes
of Collapse and Transformation

The Anthropocene is not only a geological epoch but also a semiotic condition, an era in which the world is
saturated with signs of human impact. Recent advances in semiotic landscape (SL) research have demonstrated
how meanings are constructed, contested, and mobilized in response to environmental crisis (cf. Kosatica &
Smith, 2025; Lamb, 2024; Smith, 2024; Thurlow, 2025). Building on this work, this paper asks: Can a
posthuman reimagining of the human, non-human, and more-than-human nexus—within a semiotic landscape
analysis of the seas (hereafter, seascape)—open new conceptual and methodological possibilities beyond the
Anthropocene?

To address this question, | propose a reorientation of climate vulnerability through a multisensory semiotic
landscape framework, illustrated through its application to the seascape. Here, the seascape is not treated as a
passive backdrop but as a dynamic and fluid agent. This shift demands a move beyond the predominantly two-
dimensional focus of SL research toward a three-dimensional approach, where volume and depth emerge as

N critical theoretical dimensions. In this context, volume becomes a metaphor for vulnerability—a way to
conceptualize the layered, immersive, and often obscured dimensions of environmental collapse and A !
' transformation.

| | argue that climate vulnerability is not only spatially distributed but also sensorially mediated. Understanding the

' | seascape thus requires attunement to its volumetric and immersive qualities. This includes adopting a
g multisensory methodological orientation in which bodily immersion in water becomes central. Drawing on my own
experiences of sea swimming and encounters with jellyfish, | explore how these embodied engagements offer :

B insight into the entangled semiotics of marine life. The jellyfish becomes a potent symbol of the interconnected,
fluid, and often fragile relationships that constitute the seascape, both visible and hidden.

Just as the jellyfish navigates the ocean’s vertical strata, a three-dimensional semiotic landscape approach invites &
us to explore the symbolic, cultural, and ecological layers that shape the seascape. In doing so, it unveils a &8
multidimensional understanding of climate vulnerability, one that captures the complexity, richness, and precarity
of life in the Anthropocene. By foregrounding the sea’s depth and volume, this approach challenges flat

® cartographies of climate risk and adds to emerging advances in our discipline where semiotic landscapes are
= foreground as key contexts for sensing, interpreting, and responding to planetary transformation.

3 September 2025

UDE University of Duisburg-Essen
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Plenary - Jackie Jia Lou
On a'isis and Creativity: Remaking
Linguistic Landscape in Turbulent Times

A growing number of recent studies have demonstrated the value and potential of
linguistic and semiotic landscape for engaging with the multiple, interconnected
crises of our world (e.g. Kosatica 2022; Lamb 2024; Martin Rojo 2014; Moriarty
2025; Smith 2024; Volvach 20283). Turning the analytical gaze inward, this paper
reflects on my own trajectory, as a sociolinguist but also as a human being, through
the crisis of Covid-19 -- a global pandemic which has taken over 7 million lives
since January 2019 (World Health Organisation 2022). Drawing upon a self-

W reflexive nexus analysis (Bourdieu 2008; Scollon & Scollon 2004), it traces the

! unexpected threads between two creative, personal projects, in which linguistic and |
{semiotic landscapes of Covid-19 were deconstructed and reassembled, and my ,

involvement in collaborative, academic responses to the pandemic (see the

* collection of papers in Lou, Malinowski, & Peck 2022). By connecting these dots

introspectively and retrospectively, this paper seeks first to demonstrate the

8 relational ethics (Levinas 1987) of integrating the totality of the researcher's self into

one’s work, especially when dealing with crises. In so doing, it also invites us to
reflect on how critical and creative approaches can be mutually informative in &

linguistic and semiotic landscape research, thus contributing to a more hopeful and §&&

transformative sociolinguistics (Kerfoot & Stroud 2024; Silva & Lee 2024).
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